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British Council's role in UK's solidarity with Ukraine

Scott McDonald writes that the British Council will help support and
rebuild Ukraine’s cultural and education systems

Thu 23 Jan 2025 18.52 CET

The announcement of the 100-year partnership between Ukraine and the UK is hugely welcome (UK to back Ukraine ‘beyond this
terrible war’ with 100-year pact, says Starmer, 16 January). A critical aspect of this war, we must not forget, is its daily and long-
term impact on the Ukrainian people, their cultural sector, education and way of life.

The British Council will be a committed contributor to the partnership. We play a key role in the UK’s support for recovery and
reconstruction by investing in the preservation of Ukraine’s culture and educational assets, expanding the use of English, and
supporting thousands of Ukrainian English language teachers’ professional development. Our education programme, UK-Ukraine
School Partnerships, is part of the partnership, with 50 UK schools paired with 50 Ukrainian schools, giving students aged
between seven and 14 and their teachers the chance to connect with their peers and bring an international perspective into the
classroom.

The British Council has worked in Ukraine for the past 30 years. The next step in our relationship is to support and rebuild
Ukraine’s cultural and education systems so that the Ukrainian way of life endures and thrives long into the future. In doing so,
the British Council sends a message that the UK stands in total solidarity with those furthering access to education and
promoting open, democratic societies as a means of securing peace and prosperity for all.

Scott McDonald

Chief executive, British Council

Have an opinion on anything you’ve read in the Guardian today? Please email us your letter and it will be considered for
publication in our letters section.
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... we have a small favour to ask. Tens of millions have placed their trust in the Guardian’s fearless journalism since we started
publishing 200 years ago, turning to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5 million supporters,
from 180 countries, now power us financially - keeping us open to all, and fiercely independent. Will you make a difference and
support us too?

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire owner. Just the determination and passion to deliver
high-impact global reporting, always free from commercial or political influence. Reporting like this is vital for democracy, for
fairness and to demand better from the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone to read. We do this because we believe in information equality. Greater numbers
of people can keep track of the global events shaping our world, understand their impact on people and communities, and
become inspired to take meaningful action. Millions can benefit from open access to quality, truthful news, regardless of their
ability to pay for it.

Whether you give a little or a lot, your funding will power our reporting for the years to come. If you can, please support us on
amonthly basis. It takes less than a minute to set up, and you can rest assured that you’re making a big impact every single
month in support of open, independent journalism. Thank you.
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